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The 23rd Annual Garden State Film Festival (GSFF) is set to dazzle audiences
from March 27 to 30 in Asbury Park. This year's festival proudly showcases a
diverse array of LGBTQ+ films, reflecting its commitment to inclusivity and rep-
resentation in cinema.

The festival's dedication to highlighting LGBT narratives is evident in its curated
film blocks and selections. One notable segment is the dedicated LGBTQIA2S+
film block, BK19, featuring the following films:

IN-TRANSIT: Directed by Jean Paulo Lasmar and starring Bernie Wagenblast, this
film delves into personal journeys and self-discovery. THE SONGS WE WROTE: A
collaborative effort by director Samuel Fenkel and writer Ryan Dailey, this film
explores themes of love and identity through music. THE SPACE BETWEEN: Writ-
ten and directed by Luke Baker, this narrative examines the complexities of re-
lationships and the nuances of human connection. THE COMPATRIOTS: Spencer
Cohen brings to life a story of camaraderie and belonging in this heartfelt film.

In éddition to the BK19 block, the festival presents other compelling LGBTQIA2S+
films: MEET ME UNDER THE BLEACHERS: Sophia Aguila’s directorial venture
captures the essence of youthful exploration and secret rendezvous. EVERYONE
LOVES CANDY: Nicholas Gray offers a narrative that challenges societal norms
and celebrates individuality. THEQ'S TEARS: Jeremy Shinder's film portrays a
poignant journey of acceptance and.self-realization. FIERRO: Directed by Edward
Tyndall, this film stars Richard Fierro and delves into- themes of resilience and
identity.

Kristen Dirato, GSFF'’s Director of Operations and a member of the commupnity,
expressed her enthusiasm stating, “l am truly in awe of the extraordinary talent
and masterful storytelling in this year's lineup. These films and narratives are
not just compelling — they are essential, offering perspectives that deserve to be
heard and felt on a profound level.”

Beyond film screenings, GSFF offers a wide range of events catering to diverse
interests: Gala Reception and Opening Feature: On Friday, March 28, 2025, at-
tendees can enjoy a red-carpet premiere with special guests, followed by a cock-
tail reception with hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar. GSFF Karaoke Party with DJ
CC: Scheduled for Saturday night, this event at Shoreline Social Club & Grille at
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the Berkeley invites guests to sing along with DJ CC, a GSFF board mem
community member. ;

Happy Hour at Seahorse: On Saturday, March 29, from 5:00 pm to 6:0 P
fellow filmmakers and patrons at Seahorse in the Grand Arcade at Ashu; yi
Convention Hall for networking and celebration. . : 2

To partake in this cinematic celebration, attendees can choose fi
ticket options: Weekend Pass: Priced at $55, this pass grants access
screenings throughout the weekend. Day Pass: For $30, enjoy a full d:
on either Saturday or Sunday. Single Block Ticket: At $15, this ticket allo
to a specific film block of choice.’
Tickets can be purchased through the GSFF website (GSFF.org.) :

Local LGBTQ+ hero Robin Kampf's association with the Garden State
val is both profound and impactful. As a seasoned filmmaker and dif
specialist, her contributions have significantly enriched the festi
In 2020, Robin was honored as GSFF’s Educator of the Year, a testa
dedication to mentoring emerging talents and promoting the arts

tional frameworks. Her documentary, “Love Wins,” garnered acclair
the Best Documentary Short at the 2017 Garden State Film F tive
poignantly tells the story of a same-sex couple's enduring love oté

resonating . deeply with audiences and critics alike.

Beyond her filmmaking endeavors; Robin serves on the GSFF Bpar of D ?
where she plays a pivotal role in shaping the festival’s vision and cha
diverse storytelling. Her commitment to queer arts extends to her pos
digital media producer at the New Jersey School Boards Associatior
where she fosters student creativity through initiatives like the NJ Hol
Documentary Short category. 2 2

The 23rd Annual Garden State Film Festival promises a rich tapestry
especially from the queer community. With dedicated film blocks, el
events, and the unwavering support of advocates like Robin Kampf, GSFF.cc
tinues to be a beacon for diverse voices in cinema. Whether you're a cinep
filmmaker, or someone seeking compelling narratives, this festival offers a
perience not to be missed. ;




