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2025 Photos 
 
 

The Garden State Film Festival 
 

Honorees 
 
 

Honorary Chair 
Gannon Murphy 

 
 

Legends Behind the Lens Award 
Mr. William “Dusty” Klatt 

 
 

Educator of the Year 
Aaron Fichtner, PH.D. 

 
 

Rising Star 
Ruby Wylder Rivera Modine 

 
 

Broader Vision Award 
Rutgers University’s Immersive Learning 

through Science Storytelling Lab 
 
 

https://www.gsff.org/wp-content/uploads/GSFF-Program-Book-2025.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYTUdRi6WHDRKyB8wkM5DbA-BWX4M-Dyu
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYTUdRi6WHDS4QF6w-PZTUjodmFqPXjnQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYTUdRi6WHDS4QF6w-PZTUjodmFqPXjnQ
https://tomzapcicphotography.smugmug.com/Garden-State-Film-Festival/2025-Garden-State-Film-Festival
https://tomzapcicphotography.smugmug.com/Garden-State-Film-Festival/2025-Garden-State-Film-Festival
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The Garden State Film Festival 
2025 Winners 

 
 
 

 
Narrative Feature 

“The Ballad of a Hustler” 
Heitor Dhalia – Director 

Bernardo Barreto, Jon Keeyes, 
Stefanie Coimbra – Producers 

 
 

International Narrative Feature 
“Bardejov” 

Danny A Abeckaser – Director 
Emil Fish, Yoav Gross – Producers 

 
 

Narrative Feature Thriller 
“Scarlet Winter” 

Munjal Yagnik – Director 
Munjal Yagnik, Benny Howard – Producers 

 
 

Family Feature 
The Short Game 

Frank Sanza – Director 
David Parks – Producer 

 
 

Horror Short 
“My Scary Indian Wedding” 

Ramone Menon – Director/ Producer 
 
 

Science Fiction Short 
“Take Good Care” 

Dedi Felman – Director/ Producer 
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Lou Costello Award for Comedy Short 
“Portland is the New Portland” 

Christopher Scamurra – Director 
Nicholas Reynolds, Daisy Davis,  

Christopher Scamurra, Buck Lindelof – Producers 
 

 
International Short 

“Legacy” 
Harry Hadden–Paton – Director 

Rebecca Night – Producer 
 
 

Narrative Short – College 
“Curtain Call” 

Wilderley Mauricette – Director 
Zachary Rodriguez – Producer 

 
 

Emanuel “Manny” Berlingo Award for Best Feature Documentary 
“The Waiting Game” 

Michael Husain – Director 
Michael Husain, Bryan Boyd – Producers 

 
 

Broader Vision Award for a Documentary Feature 
“Possibilities” 

Bill Sarine – Director 
Douglas Sarine, Bill Sarine, Melody Goodspeed,  

Tony Stephens, Bojana Coklyat, Elissa Cohen – Producers 
 
 

Broader Vision Award for a Documentary Short 
Sludge: a PFAS Uprising 

Jeffrey – Christian Director 
Kiera Howard, Amanda Christian 

Jeffrey Christian, Michael Pagano – Producer 
Matthew Modine, Adam Rackoff, Adam Leipzig, 
Tod Hardin, Sabra Gertsch – Executive Producers 
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Documentary Short 
“In Transit” 

Jean Paulo Lasmar – Director 
Fernanda Carpinelli, Fred Farah, 

Widerson Souza – Producers 
 

 
Animated Short 
“Deer Season” 

Ashley Wadsworth – Director 
Alanah George – Producer 

 
 

Narrative Short – Graduate School 
“Marina” 

Eva Steinmetz – Director 
Eva Steinmetz, Emily Pratt - Producer 

 
 

Drama Short – High School 
“Gone” 

(Governor's School of the Arts) 
Hunter Nickless, Director 

 
 

Science Fiction Short – High School 
“To The Max” 

(Viewpoint School) 
Sundiata Enuke, Director 

 
 

Documentary Short – High School 
“Happy Hearts” 

(Mountain View High School) 
Mary Kate Outten, Kayla Rhoadarmer, Mallory Berent, Directors 

 
 

Animated Short – High School 
“Kaine Interception” 

(Jeffco Virtual Academy) 
Johnny White, Director 
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Music Video 
“Long Day” 

Will Atkinson – Director 
Damian Marshall, Will Atkinson – Producers 

 
 

TV Pilot 
“IAMERICA” 

Sean Crampton – Director 
Sean Crampton, Kyle Brady, Lish Bliss, Erika T Johnson – Producers 

 
 

PSA 
“Disable the Myths” 

Eli LeBan, Michael Candelori – Directors 
Aleks Martray, Gianna Brown – Producers 

 
 

Trailer 
“Bad Haircut Trailer” 
Kyle Misak – Director 
Jon Petro – Producer 

 
 
 

The Garden State Film Festival would like to recognize films shot in the 
State of New Jersey with the following winners in the 

“Home Grown Award” categories: 
 

Home Grown Drama Feature 
“Here’s Yianni!” 

Christina Eliopoulos – Director 
Valerie McCaffrey, Colleen Camp, Joe Cortese, Jason Jallet – Producers 

 
 

Home Grown Thriller Feature 
“The Strange Dark” 

Chris Messineo – Director 
Anthony Pettine, Chris Messineo – Producers 
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Home Grown Documentary Feature 
“Extra Innings: Grandpa Got Game” 

Robert Mandelberg – Director 
Robert Mandelberg, Nika Stewart – Producers 

 
 

Home Grown Drama Short 
“Likewise, Olive” 

Dave Niziolek, Brendan Walsh – Directors/ Producers 
 
 

Home Grown Comedy Short 
“Tomorrow’s Bandits” 

David Ambrose – Director 
Cheyenne Santiago – Producer 

 
 

Home Grown Horror Short 
“The Hollowing” 

Steven Weinzierl – Director 
Mark Aji, Theresa Loguercio, Steven Weinzierl – Producer 

 
 

Home Grown Documentary Short 
“Metro Community Church: 20 Years of Embracing Weakness” 

Peter Ahn – Director 
Peter Ahn, Bob Klein – Producers 

 
 

“Vienna: Suddenly An Angel” 
Marko John Albrecht – Director 

Marko Albrecht, Dr. Denise Wunderler, Carol Stillwell, 
Dr. Michael J Savino, Carl Wunderler, Hilda Wunderler – Producers 

 
 

Home Grown Narrative Trailer 
“Kill Two Birds” 

Marjoe Aguiling – Director / Producer 
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Home Grown Documentary Trailer 
“Mysteries of 9° North” 

Dena Seidel – Director / Producer 
 

 
Home Grown PSA 

“Monmouth County Sheriff's Office – Hope One” 
Jared Garcia – Director 

Cynthia Scott, Shaun Golden – Producers 
 
 

Home Grown Music Video 
“Always the Same Dream” 
Lorenzo Graziano – Director 

 
 

Home Grown Pilot 
“West of the City: La Cafeteria” 

Tom Ryan – Director 
Jim Thalman – Producer 

 
 

Home Grown Animated Short – Graduate School 
“Talos” 

Alyssa Alday – Director / Producer 
 

 
Home Grown Narrative Short – College 

“Muted” 
Chris Zou – Director 

Chris Zou, Michael Tejada – Producers 
 
 

Home Grown Drama Short – College 
“Meet Me Under the Bleachers” 

Sophie Aguila – Director 
Salvatori Camarote – Producer 
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Home Grown Musical Short – College 
“Irrational” 

Jake Wichansky – Director 
Sebastian Martinez, Shirley Sui, 

Jake Wichansky, Alexander Zinn – Producers 
 

 
Voices of Neurodiversity in Cinema – High School 

“Unrealistic” 
(FilmAcademy360) 

Leila Ganjaei, Director 
Janine McCaffrey, Producer 

 
 

Home Grown Comedy – High School 
Sponsored by Great Mustachio and All Love Productions 

“You’re Gonna Pay For That” 
(Park Ridge High School) 

Michael DeMar, Caroline Sheridan, Directors 
 
 

Home Grown PSA – High School 
“Grandpa's Story About the Evolution of Conservation” 

(Jackson Liberty and Jackson Memorial) 
Sophie Spadafino, Director 

 
 

Home Grown Drama – High School 
“Into the Spotlight” 

(Donald M. Payne Sr. School of Technology) 
Desiree Osborne, Director 

 
 

Home Grown Suspense – High School 
“The Wiccan” 

(East Brunswick Magnet School) 
Jayden De Jesus, Director 
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Home Grown Animated – High School 
Sponsored by Great Mustachio Filmworks and All Love Productions 

“Grief” 
(Middletown High School South) 

James Ketley, Alex Miller, Directors 
 
 

New Jersey Hometown Documentary Short – High School 
Sponsored by New Jersey School Boards Association 

 
Winner: “Forever a Cardinal” 

(Westwood Regional High School) 
Emma Lagatol, Director 

 
 

1st Runner Up: “The Lavish Life Of Lucy The Elephant” 
(Chartertech High School for the Performing Arts) 

Wilbur McGeown, Director 
 
 

2nd Runner Up: CISNEROS 
(East Brunswick Magnet School) 

Traysten L. Korpi, Director 
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The Garden State Film Festival  
Movie Music Competition Winners 

Playlist 
 
 

Best Pop Song from a Music Video 
“A Gloucester Fisherman” 
Composer: Philip Curcuru 

Performed by: The Atomik Age Project 
 
 

Best Country Song 
“Who’s Gonna Pray” 

Composer: Olivia Noelle Baker & Mark Mulch 
Performed by: Liv Noelle 

 
 

Best Pop Song in a Stop Motion Short 
“I Dreamed of Being Two” 

Composer: Matthew Caws 
Performed by: Matthew Caws 

 
 

Best Country Pop Song 
“Make It Happen” 

Composer: James Dalton 
Performed by: James Dalton 

 
 

Best Orchestral Score in an Animated Short 
“The Wedding Veil of the Proud Princess” 

Composer: Ros Gilman 
Performed by: Macedonian Symphonic Symphony Orchestra 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYTUdRi6WHDRKyB8wkM5DbA-BWX4M-Dyu
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Best New Age Song from a Feature Drama 

“A Sky Full of Dreams” 
Composers: Denmark+Winter 

Performed by: Denmark+Winter 
 
 

Best Country Song from a TV Series 
“Back on the Grind” 

Composer: Isaiah Seward 
Performed by: Isaiah Seward 

 
 

Best Country Pop Song from a Short Documentary 
“Out Here on the Edge” 

Composer: Kenny Lockwood 
Performed by: Kenny Lockwood and Darlene Van Alstyne 

 
 

Best Latin Jazz Song from a Feature Documentary 
“Pa’ Changó y Pa’ Yemayá” 
Composer: David Oquendo 

 
 

Feature Screenplay Winner 
Fragments of Solace 
Written by Fatou Faye 

 
 

Short Screenplay Winner 
Purgatorio 

Written by Hakan Unal 
 
 

Teleplay Screenplay Winner 
Sinatra 

Written by Richard Muti 
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The Garden State Film Festival (GSFF) is proud to 
announce the winners for its acting awards. 

 
 

Garden State Film Festival Acting Awards 
 

Best Actor in a Feature 
Bernardo Barreto 

The Ballad of a Hustler 
 
 

Best Actress in a Feature 
Mena Suvari  

Beyond the Rush 
 
 

Best Supporting Actor in a Feature 
Landon Moss  

Beyond the Rush 
 
 

Best Supporting Actress in a Feature  
Jaime King 

Love, Danielle 
 
 

Best Ensemble in a Feature 
If That Mockingbird Don’t Sing 

Director: Sadie Bones 
Producer: Mandy Ward 

 
 

Best Actor in a Short 
Robert King  

Unsaid 
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Best Actress in a Short, Web Series or Pilot 
Grace McLean  

Marina 
 
 

Best Supporting Actor in a Short, Web Series or Pilot 
Peter Friedman  

Marina 
 
 

Best Supporting Actress in a Short, Web Series or Pilot 
Siobhan Fallon Hogan  

Portland is the New Portland 
 

Best Ensemble in a Short, Web Series or Pilot 
Sally, Get the Potatoes 

Director: Danicah Waldo 
Producers: Danicah Waldo, Cade Waldo,  

Sarah Parr, Jess Dubois, Patricia Chica 


